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Minutes of the Full Council meeting of Heybridge Basin Parish Council held on Tuesday 6th January 2026 at 06:30pm.
Venue: St George’s Community Room.

PRESENT

In the Chair:	R. Bryson			          	             Absent:			0   
											 
Councillors:	M. Hobden                                                   	Apologies: 		2	                                               
		C. Swann
		J. Sjollema                                                                     	District Cllrs:		2
		C. Edmond
			    	Public:			1

Officers:                G. Lake – Clerk (Attended remotely) 

It was noted that this meeting was being recorded by the Councillor Sjollema for the purpose of Minutes.

25/107	Chair’s Welcome
The Chair opened the meeting and welcomed those present. It was noted that the Clerk was attending and clerking the meeting remotely via telephone. The Chair reported that the Christmas Light Switch-On event was a great success, with excellent attendance. The Council recorded its thanks to the volunteers and the singers for their support and contribution to the event.

Councillor Swann arrived at 6:31pm

25/108	Apologies received from Councillors Hodges and Baker.

25/109		To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with        section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
	Cllr Hobden – Non-Pecuniary – Basin Oars, River care Group and Heybridge Basin Sailing Association; Cllr Edmond – Non-Pecuniary – Essex Waterways; Cllr Swann – Non-Pecuniary – Daisy Meadow Car Park, Heybridge Basin Sailing Association, relative.

25/110	The minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 25th November 2025 were agreed and signed as a correct record.

25/111	Reports 
a. There was no report from County Councillor Durham
b. A verbal report from District Councillors Spenceley and Swindle was received. 









c. The Clerk provided the following updates: 
· The new Village Sign was completed and installed on 10th December 2025, and the Council recorded its thanks to HRS Marine Services for their work.
· The Interim Audit will take place on 27th January 2026; the Clerk advised that preparation for this will now be prioritised.
· The new Lloyds bank account has now been successfully opened.
· Due to workload pressures, the website quotes have not yet been sought, and this will be scheduled for the February or March agenda.
· An updated councillor training calendar will be circulated. Members were asked to advise the Clerk of any training they wish to attend so that approvals can be included on the February agenda.
· It was reported that the Heybridge Basin village sign at the junction of Goldhanger Road and Basin Road has been removed. The Clerk will contact the Clerk of Heybridge Parish Council and will update members when further information is available.

25/112	Finance.
a. To approve
i. Payment requests for November/December 2025 were approved.
ii. Receipts for November/December 2025 were approved.
iii. Payment requests for December 2025/January 2026 were approved.
iv. Receipts for December 2025/January 2026 were approved.
v. Accounts for the nine months to 31st December 2025 were deferred to the next meeting. 
b. To agree the transfer of reserves to Lloyd’s account.
The Clerk advised that, following the opening of the new Lloyds account, it is recommended that £100,000 be transferred in order to remain within the Financial Services Compensation Scheme (FSCS) protection limit of £110,000.
It was reported that this £100,000 would be made up of the following reserves:
· £26,000 – General Reserves
· £10,000 – Devolution Reserves
· £10,000 – Daisy Meadow Rates Reserves
· £2,000 – Election Reserves
· £52,000 – Public Toilet Reserves
RESOLVED: That the above sums be transferred to the Lloyds Bank account in accordance with the Clerk’s recommendation.
c. To changes to the fee and charges from Unity Bank were noted. 

25/113	Public Forum 
There were no comments from members of the public. 

25/114	Planning
a. To consider any planning applications received after the publication of the agenda and to agree the action to be taken.

25/00811/VAR - Leanna House, Lock Hill – Variation of condition 2 and 6 on approved planning permission 24/00183/FUL (Part demolition and rebuild of existing workshop; two storey side extension, raising of roof and conversion to residential dwelling with ground floor garage below). It was resolved to respond with no comments. 






25/116	To agree on a collective response to the Local Government Reform consultation. 
The Council considered the Local Government Reform consultation and reviewed the questions and proposals in detail. Members worked through each of the consultation questions and agreed the Council’s responses.
RESOLVED: That the Council preferred proposal 1, and that the Clerk submit the Council’s response. 

25/117	Assets
a. To receive an update from the Clerk regarding goal post inspections and agree any action to be taken. 
The Clerk advised that quotations for the goal post inspections had been sought. 2 quotations were considered. RESOLVED: To accept the quotation from Sports Play Services at a cost of £45.00.
b. To consider a proposal to gift the former Village Sign wooden post to the Men’s Shed group, in return for them creating an item for the village using part of the post.
RESOLVED: That the former Village Sign wooden post be donated to the Men’s Shed group, with no requirement for anything in return.

25/118	Correspondence
a. Correspondence received was noted and responses agreed.
RESOLVED: To donate £100.00 to Essex & Herts Air Ambulance. 

25/119	Newsletter
a. Items agreed for inclusion on next Newsletter:

· Precept - Clerk
· Dog Fouling – Clerk
· Christmas Event – Cllr Hobden
· Village Sign – Cllr Hobden
· SEPP Evidence Request – Clerk
· Salt Bags – Clerk (also to be published on social media and the website)

25/120	Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it is resolved that, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and the public be excluded, and they are instructed to withdraw.

All members of the public left.

25/121	Memorial Plaque Applications 
a. To review the received application and agree any action to be taken. 
RESOLVED: That the memorial plaque application be approved, subject to the engraver confirming that the wording fits on the supplied plaque.

25/122	To consider a confidential matter relating to the welfare and support of a Council contractor, and to agree any appropriate next steps.
RESOLVED: That appropriate next steps be taken in accordance with the discussion.
RESOLVED: That the Council’s zero-tolerance approach to abuse towards Councillors, employees, contractors and volunteers be included within the Newsletter. 

25/123	To review the Insurance Declaration draft and agree any action to be taken. 
RESOLVED: That the Insurance Declaration be approved, and that the Clerk sign and issue it to all contractors.

25/124	Daisy Meadow Car Park (DMCP)
a. To consider and determine whether the Council should adopt a “pay on exit” pay arrangement or continue with the current “pay on entry” arrangement.
RESOLVED: That the Council adopt a “pay on exit” payment arrangement for Daisy Meadow Car Park.
b. To review the first draft of the contract from Smart Parking and agree any amendments.
The Clerk advised that the draft contract from Smart Parking had only been received that morning and, as a result, the Council did not review any contract. RESOLVED: That the matter be deferred and that an Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM) be called to consider the contract. That the Clerk seek quotations for legal advice in relation to the Smart Parking contract. That the Clerk circulate the appropriate contract to members based on the Council’s decision to proceed with a “pay on exit” arrangement.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 07:37pm
Provisional Date of the next Council Meeting Tuesday 10th February 2026


Clerk Contact details: clerk@heybridgebasinpc.org.uk
Website: www.heybridgebasin-pc.gov.uk
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